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V. Grammar and Dictionary of the Zulu Language. 

[Thb foUow^ing information is extracted from a letter of Rev. Lewis Grout, 
missionary in S. Africa, dated Umsunduzi, July 25, 1863.] 

A Commission of six (three from our Mission) has been appointed 
by the Local Government to prepare and publish a grammar and 
dictionary of the Zulu language, to be published chiefly at the ex- 
pense of the Government. We have had our first meeting, at which 
the preparation of the dictionary was referred chiefly to Rev. Mr. 
Dohne, and of the grammar to myself, each work to be subject to a 
general review by the whole Commission, before going to press, 
which cannot be expected under a year. 



VI. The Law op Storms in Chinese. 

[A PAMPHLET with this title was published at Ningpo, in 1853, by D. J. Mac- 
gowan, M. D., missionary of the American Baptist Missionary Union. The 
following introductory note, by the author, explains the nature and design of 
the publication. It is an attempt to familiarize the Chinese with a branch of 
meteorological science of quite recent origin even in the West.] 

" The Chinese name of this pamphlet, H&ng Hai Kin Chin, signi- 
fies The Navigator's Golden Needle. It has been drawn up in accord- 
ance with the wishes of H. E. Col. Reid, and is published at the 
expense of J. C. Bowring, Esq., of Hong Kong. The Chapter on 
the Typhoons of the China Sea in Col. Reid's work forms the basis 
of this ; use having been made also of the publications of my towns- 
man Mr. Redfield of New York, and Mr. Piddington of Calcutta. 
So much of the science of meteorology as applies to the subject, has 
been introduced, with some general principles of navigation as prac- 
tised in the West ; the whole being interspersed with remarks on 
natural and revealed religion. 

"This new science has advanced so slowly among physicists and 
navigators in Europe and America, — no allusion having been made 
to it by the illustrious author of Cosmos in his masterly survey of 
the universe, and it being regarded with mistrust by mariners,— -that 
it may by many be deemed premature and futile, to attempt its ex- 
planation to a people so slow to appreciate new discoveries as the 
Chinese. But its simple axioms may be acquired with such facility, 
and are of such manifest utiUty in enabhng seamen to escape from 
the fury of these storms, so frequent and destructive on their coast, 
that it is probable Chinese navigators will gradually avail themselves 
of the information here proflfered, and also, as Col. Reid hopes, will 
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be induced to make observations calculated to perfect our acquaint- 
ance with the tracks of revolving storms, in regions rarely visited by 
foreign ships. 

" By enabling medical missionaries to relieve the ailments of tens 
of thousands annually, the foreign residents render a praiseworthy 
service to the country ; but the natives have yet other claims upon 
the philanthropic, which it is hoped may not be disregarded. They 
need instruction in those sciences which are the source of so much 
of the wealth and power of our native lands, and without which the 
resources of the empire can never be fully developed. In supplying 
them with works of a scientific character, we shall not only promote 
their material interests, but by employing these as media for convey- 
ing religious truth, we shall contribute largely to their intellectual 
and moral regeneration. The various benevolent organizations of 
England and America contemplate no more than the simple propa- 
gation of the Gospel, and direct eflForts, therefore, made to promote 
secular knowledge in China require the special assistance of the be- 
nevolent generally, and to such the subject is respectfully commended. 

D. J. M." 
Ningpo, June, 1853. 



VII. Bibliographical Notices. 

1. Lepsius on the First Order of Egyptian Deities. 

Ueber den ersten dgyptischen Gotterkreis, und seine gesehichtlich- 

mythologische Entstehung, von R. Lepsius. Gelesen in der Jconigl. 

Academie der Wissenschaften am 26 Juni, 1851. Mit vier Tafeln. 

Berlin, 1851. pp. 58, 4to. 

It is rather late to notice this publication, two years and a half 
after its first appearance, but it has only lately come into our hands 
for a more careful examination, and it has interested and enlightened 
us so much that we cannot refrain from presenting here some ab- 
stract of its contents. It is unfortunately but too well known to 
those who have had occasion to inquire somewhat touching the 
Egyptian religion, in what a state of bewildering confusion is all our 
knowledge of it ; how impossible it is to pierce through the multi- 
tude of its external phenomena to the original fundamental ideas 
out of which the system has grown up. There must have been at 
one time, of course, a universal Egyptian religion : the race, when it 
first occupied the valley of the Nile, must have brought with it as 
well the germs of a common religious belief as of a common civil- 
ization ; something must have preceded this chaos of local divinities, 
and of gods who are evidently the ofi'spring of a comparatively 



